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Let nothing disturb thee.
Let nothing affright thee Who has God.
Wants for nothing.
All things pass
God alone suffices.
God never changes.
(St Teresa of Jesus)
Patience gains all.
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God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the
difference.
Living one day at a time; Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; Taking, as He did,
this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; Trusting that He
will make all things right if I surrender to His Will; That I may
be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him
Forever in the next. Amen. Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will direct your paths. Proverbs 3, 5-6
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Perfect for Indoor Plants&
Boosted with long term fertiliser
& water retention technology
Master blended with premium ingredients
for long term healthy plant growth.
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like us!

The main taxa that
use bee hotels
in Australia are
species in the family
Megachilidae,
and species in the
subfamily Hylaeinae,
family Colletidae.

A NURSERY FOR NATIVE BEES

hotels

Top left clockwise: Megachile erythropyga,
Megachile speluncarum, Megachile
erythropyga, Megachile aurifrons,
Megachile erythropyga

It is no secret that bees are under threat.
Across the globe, there have been signs
of bee declines, with ﬂow-on effects
for pollination services, including
for fruit and vegetables that we rely
on. The majority of native bees have
very different food and reproductive
requirements from the European
honeybees Apis mellifera (who are doing
well and are in no threat of becoming
extinct). To survive and reproduce, bees
not only need ﬂowers, but they also need
nesting habitat. Whereas honeybees can
be supplied with hives to nest in, and in
the wild, they nest in hollows in trees,
the majority of native bees have very
different nesting requirements. About
30% of all bee species in nature nest
in pre-made cavities in wood created
by wood-boring beetles. By attempting
to recreate such habitat features, bee
hotels have been offered as a way to
provide nesting habitat for these
cavity-nesting bees.
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What are bee hotels? Do they work?

Historically used by researchers to study native bees and their nesting biology, bee
hotels, known by the relatively unsavourable name of “trap nests” in the scientific
literature, are making a splash in being offered as a way to help save the bees. Put
simply, bee hotels are any construction with apertures that are put out to encourage
cavity-nesting bees to nest in them. Lots of people are getting behind the bee hotel
bandwagon, but despite good intentions, the crucial question is, do these work? The
answer is: it is highly dependent on the design of the bee hotel. Many pre-made
structures are stuffed with pine-cones, wood-shavings, large open spaces, cavities
that you could fit your thumb into, and with holes that are open ended or extremely
shallow. Such designs are completely unattractive to native bees. Moreover, many
are made with treated, imported wood, or painted. Whilst these bee hotels may look
fancy and highly attractive to our human aesthetics, to native bees they are not. Such
“bee hotels” may attract wasps, cockroaches, spiders and lizards – and there’s nothing
wrong per se with providing habitat for these other critters – but if the goal is to provide
nesting habitat for native bees, when you purchase such a hotel you’re likely be
disappointed. The good news is that making a bee hotel for native bees is actually very
simple, and they can be easily made with sustainable materials at a low cost.

Checking in at bee hotels

Despite the common name of these structures, native bees don’t really use them as
“hotels”; rather, bee nurseries might be a better descriptor (but it’s not as catchy). The
native bees do not actually live in these structures, but rather, the females use them
as nesting substrates. The majority of native bees are solitary, and instead of living
in colonies, they live alone. They also do not care for their offspring, and instead
their parental duties are limited to gathering food in the form of pollen and nectar,
depositing it in a nesting cavity, laying an egg on the food store, and then sealing up
the nest. The egg then hatches, and as a larva, eats the store of food it’s mum has
stock-piled in the cell, undergoing a number of larval instar stages (typically four),
pupating, and then metamorphosing to emerge as an adult bee. Within a nest cavity,
a female will create a number of cells, usually separated by a partition made of
mud, resin, sand or other materials, depending on the species. Each cell is provisioned

sequentially, starting with the innermost cell. Once a female has
completed the final cell in the nest she will seal the nest entrance
up with material (which varies by species), as protection from the
elements, predators and parasitoids.
Which particular species use bee hotels depends primarily upon the
region – whilst some species occur across most of Australia, others
have a geographic distribution restricted to only a small area. Bee
hotels also are highly attractive to some species, whereas for other
species in a region, despite nesting in nature in pre-made cavities,
they seem to eschew these artificial structures we put on offer.

Who else checks in?

Even for the best-made bee hotels, other creatures like to inhabit
these structures. There are a large variety of cavity-nesting wasps
that also nest in bee hotels. Some of these wasps, known as
mason or potter wasps in the subfamily Eumeninae, seal up their
nests with mud. Other wasps, genus Isodontia, leave grass or sticks
protruding from the entrance. The key difference in all cases is that
the wasp mother stocks the nest with animal matter (cockroaches,
spiders, caterpillars etc.) rather than nectar and pollen. Spiders and
cockroaches and various other insects also like to make use of bee
hotel cavities. Then there are some sneaky guests – the parasitoids.
These even include bees! Megachilids in the genus Coelyoxis,
known as “cuckoo bees”, have evolved a sneaky life-history strategy
known as kleptoparasitism or brood parasitism, where they eschew
all the hard work of a typical bee mother. Instead of foraging for
food to provision nests to feed their progeny, they lay their eggs in
the nest of a host species. When the cuckoo bee egg hatches, the
larva feeds on the food intended for the host larva, as well as often
consuming the host egg or larva too! There are also numerous wasp
species that parasitise native bee nests, and some beetles in the
family Meloidae. With a supply of pollen, nectar and larvae, bee
hotels can also be targets for ant colonies.
Avoiding having these unwanted guests occupy a bee hotel is
nigh impossible. Some of these, like “legitimate” nesting wasps,
are welcome as biocontrol agents, however the others are more
problematic. Whilst in nature there is a balance of parasitoids and
hosts, and the presence of parasitoids indicates a healthy host
population, we may artificially increase the relative abundance of
parasitoids relative to hosts and upset this balance. For this reason
it is advisable that bee hotels are dispersed around, rather than
having one huge bee hotel and many bee hotels all aggregated
together.
Putting bee hotels out just before the start of the native bee activity
season can help improve the chances it will be occupied by the
intended guests.
Ants can be a real pain, and often the only way to deal with them
once they have found a bee hotel is to tip the entire ant colony out,
wash out the bee hotel, and relocate it. Some strategies to avoid
ants getting to it in the first place is to hang it on a thin piece of
rope out on a tree limb rather than tied against the tree trunk, and
coating the rope with Vaseline.

How to make a
native bee hotel
There are two basic bee hotel designs:
1) wooden blocks with holes
2) hollow canes.
These can be combined together as well. For the first
design, a bee hotel can be created by getting a block
of wood, preferably of a tree species that is native in
origin to your area, and drilling holes in it. For the second
design, hollow stems of bamboo or reeds can be bundled
together and packed tightly in a large container with one
end sealed, such as a large bamboo culm, or empty food
tin e.g. instant coffee tin. The crucial factors are the length
of the holes and their diameter. Generally, the longer the
better, because this means that more cells can be laid.
If the hole is too short, only a few cells can be laid by a
female bee, plus it also increases the chance that there
will be a sex bias in the offspring, and the entire nest may
be parasitised by one of the many creatures that parasitise
cavity-nesting bee nests. A general recommendation is at
least 100mm deep. Secondly, diameter is very important.
Anything over 12mm is highly unlikely to be nested in.
Bees like to nest in holes that are slightly larger than their
own body diameters, which means between 3mm11mm, depending on the species. My research has found
that 4mm and 7mm tends to be the most occupied. It’s
best to include a range of hole diameters, so that your
bee hotel can cater to a greater number of species.

Location, location

Even for a well-designed bee hotel, where you install it
plays a big role in whether you will get bees checkingin. Bee hotels should be installed at heights of between
one to two metres from the ground. Hanging them under
eaves or on tree branches are good locations. Bees prefer
sunny locations, so make sure the bee hotels is not placed
in the shade, and receives sunlight, especially in the
morning; however be sure to place the bee hotels where
they will not receive the direct midday sunlight to prevent
larvae from “cooking” inside! Avoid placing a bee hotel
where there will be frequent human traffic passing it as this
may deter the bees from using it.

Learn more!

For the full length text to this article visit www.aboutthegarden.com.au

Story by:

Kit Prendergast
(BSc, PhD researcher
at Curtin University)

To learn more about the best design for bee hotels, what species use them, and what ﬂowers are most
preferred by the native bees that check-in to the bee hotels, all this and more is covered in the book “Bee
Hotels for Australian Bees”. This 64pg book, ﬁlled with high-quality photos and scientiﬁcally-veriﬁed
information is available as an e-book or printed version.
Email kit.prendergast@postgrad.curtin.edu.au to order a copy.

For many of us the idea of having a large
garden seems a distant dream. Many
of us live in a house or unit with limited
outdoor room, we rent or we just don’t
have the time to garden on a large scale.
Story by:

Chelsea Allan
Gardening Mentor

Potted Gardens are our reality.

I love the look of aged terracotta pots in the garden
and using pots in the garden to create height and
colour where it wouldn’t be possible. I also like to
use pots in groups on patios or decks. A simple colour
combination of pots and some beautiful plants can
enliven even the dullest of entertainment areas.
When it comes to creating my new ‘Potted Area’,
I firstly decide what area needs sprucing up and
determine whether it’s sunny, shady or both, I then
choose the pot. What colour do I want? What sizes will
work? Do I want a group or a one off?
Next the potting mix. I always use the best quality
potting mix, Searles Platinum Potting Mix. I find that
if I give my plants the best possible start in life they
are more likely to flourish with little input from me. I
use this mix for everything in pots or hanging baskets
whether its roses, vegetables, azaleas* or flowering
annuals.

Gaura and petunia
combination
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Plants in pots do need a little bit more care and
attention than plants in the ground. I try to give my
pots a fertilise with Recharge Flower and Fruit every
three months and a liquid fertilise with Flourish Soluble
Plant Food every fortnight. I am sometimes a bit
forgetful with the liquid fertilising but I have realised
that if I want my potted plants to stand out and look
really amazing, once a fortnight is best.
I also mulch my pots. Mulching pots is just as important
as mulching the garden. Mulching your pots or garden

can reduce the water lost through evaporation by up
to 70%. I use Searles Premium Garden Mulch on my
pots. It contains composted pine bark, composted
organic fertiliser, slow release fertiliser and double
strength of re-wetting granules. It’s like the King of
Mulches.

What plants to use

Knowing what pots you are using and their position
helps narrow your plant choices down. Otherwise
you’ll end up like me sometimes with 15 different
plants and two pots… none of which match up!
The best thing about this time of year is that I can
start filling all my empty pots with flowering annuals
like lobelia, alyssum, portulaca, zinnia as well as
great long lasting flowers like penta, angelonia and
celosia, sunpatiens and begonia.
I tend to choose larger pots and mix
a few plants instead of lots of little
pots. I find larger sizes don’t dry out
as much and you can create a
combination of plants that flower
at different times throughout the
year.

Parlour Palm
(Chamaedorea elegans),
Baby Tears (Soleirolia soleirolii),
African club moss (Selaginella kraussiana)

A great rule of thumb when
designing pot combinations is
Thriller, Filler, Spiller. This means
you use different plants to give
you maximum impact with
height and colour. For instances
in the shade, a great large pot
combo would be Camellia Japonica
(filler), a Calathea ornata (thriller with
its amazing foliage) and Dichondra Silver
Falls (spiller).
The trick with using pots is to hold back just a little!
Choose all the same colour pot and different plants or
all the same plant in different coloured pots. Use high
and low pots or different shaped pots to add another
dimension. Maybe chose a colour combination for
your plants like all white flowers.
The choice and combinations of plants is endless.
It really is up to you and your tastes. Even during
times of dry and heat, I find having small patches
of greenery brings a large smile to my
face. This month get outside,
get dirty and breathe some
life back into your old pots.
*Searles Azalea & Camellia
Specialty Mix is ideal for acid
loving plants such as azaleas
and camellias.

Celosia and calibrachoa combination

BRANCH
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Planting & fertilising olive trees

Olives can be easily trained into formal topiary and also as
an exquisite espalier along narrow fence lines. Their fine
silver foliage adds a beautiful quality to the garden and they
are often used for this feature over their fruiting. Olives can
take time to reach fruiting age, but best fruiting will be if
several trees are available for good cross pollination. Olive
trees can be grown for their fruit but many gardeners are well
acquainted with their evergreen silver grey-green foliage and
tidy habit. Olives flourish in cool winters with hot dry summers
with low humidity. They are tolerant of winds, coastal salt
spray, medium frosts and dry conditions. They need some
cooling time to be more productive. Though they are ideally
grown in a Mediterranean climate, olive varieties suitable
for subtropics and even tropical are available but are prone
to pests and diseases if not kept away from high humidity.
‘Arbequina’ is a reliable bearer in warm climates. It is selfpollinating and doesn’t take too long to produce it’s first fruit
cache. Check with your local nursery expert for the best variety
to suit your area. Olives can be planted in the garden as a
standard, in large pots or trained as a topiary, hedge or as a
espalier feature.
Olive trees need full sun. Plant them no closer than 3 metres
from the sides of houses, driveways or fencing to allow space
for the spreading canopy. They will grow in almost any welldrained soil (they prefer a neutral to alkaline soil of up to
pH8.5) and will also tolerate slightly saline conditions.
Olive trees produce better yields and brave unfavourable
conditions in soil enriched with manures and a balanced
NPK ratio. 5 IN 1 Organic Fertiliser is rich in organic animal
manures, blood and bone, organic fertilisers and trace
elements for fruit production and healthy root growth. Mix 5
IN 1 Organic Fertiliser into existing soil before planting and
reapply over the soils’ surface around the dripline once a year
before flowering to replenish the nutrients used the previous
season. In spring, olive trees will benefit from an extra NPK
feed with Searles Fruit & Citrus Plant Food to boost flowering.
Use Searles Premium Potting Mix for
olive planting in large pots.
The olive tree is tolerant of windy
conditions although hot, dry winds
at the time of flowering may
prevent fruit set. Strong, persistent

winds are not likely to harm the tree but over time can give it
a fascinating, ‘wind-blown’ shape.

Watering olive trees

Olive trees don’t like wet feet, but require sufficient soil
moisture during their flowering season in Winter and Spring
to produce better flower and fruit set. Mulching is the best
practice to ensure reduced water loss and weed suppression.
As the tree matures give tree roots a deep soaking so the
water reaches down deep.

Pruning olive trees

Although they can grow up to 15m tall and 8m wide when
untouched, the olive tree’s relatively slow growth and ability to
withstand heavy pruning makes it easy to keep to a desired
size and shape. Its evergreen habit and full canopy make it
an excellent shade tree. Olive trees will need pruning after
harvesting to keep their vigour and produce new wood for
the fruit to grow on for the following season. Prune crowded
branches from the centre of the canopy to let light and air flow
throughout the tree. This will assist fruit ripening and provide
less places for pests and diseases to go unnoticed.

Harvesting and pickling olives

Olive trees start fruiting, depending on variety, from four to
five years old. The fruits are ready for harvesting from Autumn
to early Winter. Freshly picked olives contain an alkaloid
which is bitter to taste and have to be pickled in brine before
preserving for eating. For black olives wait until they are past
the olive green stage and turn purply black but are still firm.
Green olives can be picked earlier. Both can be pickled.

Basic brine
Recipe:

- 100g of salt to 1L of cooled,
boiled water.
- The olives need to be fully
submerged in clean jars for
3 months.
- Suggested additives –
lemons, oregano, garlic,
thyme, rosemary, and white
wine vinegar.

Supertunia® Vista
‘Paradise’

see what’s new and in store at your local gardening outlet

New addition to
the Supertunia range

LOVES
POTS

Your favourite Proven Winners
Happitunia’s has a new name.

Sedum

LOVES
POTS

Donkey Tail

Sedum Donkey Tail is one of our absolute
favourites for it’s unique, bluish green, ropelike stems. This one will spread over a tall
pot or hanging basket and enjoy the chunky
leaves ﬂowing down. Sure to be a talking
point in your home or garden!
Bright pink ﬂowers appear in summer. Plant
in full sun in a well draining
mix such as Searles Cacti &
Succulent Mix. Water only when
soil is dry.
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Look for
all your favourite colours under the new name
Supertunia®. This series will also include the Happitunia
Bubblegum series which are being relaunched as
Supertunia® Vista Petunia.
Supertunia® Vista Petunia are very vigorous and unlike
any other Petunia on the market. In Australia they are
classified as perennials. They are a mounding habit, if
planted on a 50cm spacing you will achieve a carpet
of colour with no mulch showing. If they are planted at
1m spacing they will cover the space but will grow as
upright domes which gives a cool effect in the garden.
They will perform year round and bounce back after
heavy rainfall showing how durable they are. They will
perform well in baskets, containers and in the garden.
Supertunia® Vista are continuous bloomers and don’t
require deadheading.
The latest addition to this collection is Supertunia® Vista
Paradise (pictured above) a watermelon coloured
bloom.
To remain consistent with the Proven Winner global naming
of the Petunia collection, the following name changes have
been made:
Supertunia®Vista Silverberry
previously known as Blush
Supertunia®Vista Bubblegum®
previously known as Pink

Plant for

colour

Another superb
groundcover is ‘Bengal
Tiger’ - arctotis. It
spreads 2m and
typically flowers from
late autumn until early
summer. Great for
landscaping, it requires
little water and is good
for weed suppression. It
also tolerates light frosts
and is suited to coastal
conditions.

DRY
TOLERANT

The ‘Wish Collection’ has a new addition; following
in the trail-blazing foot-steps of ‘Wendy’s Wish’,
‘Love and Wishes’ and ‘Ember’s Wish’, this ﬁne new
Salvia is a long-ﬂowering and compact plant, just
like its cousins and extends the support this series
provides for Make-A-Wish Australia. A great plant
for a wonderful cause.
Salvia ‘Kisses & Wishes’ features summer and
autumn flowering fuchsia-pink flowers on
neat compact foliage. This spectacular
long-flowering bloomer is a fast grower
and is easy to care for making them
ideal for Australian gardens as mass
planting groundcover, borders, rockeries
and country gardens.
Their flowers are a draw card for bees
and butterflies.
Grows well in most soil types but flourishes
in fertile, well drained soils. Prune by
one-third after flowering to maintain shape
and vigour or to encourage further flowering
flushes. An application of Searles
Robust Flower Booster Controlled
Release Fertiliser in early spring is
beneficial.

SIZE

50cmH
50cmW

SIZE

NEW
VARIETY

80cmH
80cmW

salvias
Acmena Allyn Magic

An extremely compact variety of evergreen plant that produces lovely
colourful foliage with flushes of colour throughout the year. During the
spring months it also produces flushes of small white flowers. An excellent
plant for low hedges and borders. Grows well in a sunny to partly shaded
position in well drained soil. For best results lightly prune to maintain
shape.
Tolerates moderate amounts of frost. Suitable for cool temperate to
tropical & semi arid climates and grows well in 2nd line coastal areas
with protection.
About the garden magazine | page 11

Cyclamen make the perfect Mother’s Day gift with their lovely,
sweetly-perfumed flowers and can be easily grown as an indoor
plant. Here are the secrets to great cyclamen...
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They enjoy a cool and slightly moist environment with filtered light,
generally indoors and shady patios are perfect. Plant in Searles
Cyclamen & African Violet Specialty Mix to provide the perfect conditions
for healthy growth & 9 months feeding.
Watering: Cyclamen are sensitive in their water
requirements. It is best to completely soak the pot
when watering, but allow the soil to partially dry out
before watering again. (Never allow the plant to
completely dry out as it will quickly wilt.) Cyclamen
can suffer root rot if the soil is kept constantly saturated,
so do not leave potted cyclamen standing in a saucer
full of water. (Drooping stems and yellowing leaves
could indicate over-watering.) Always allow the water
to drain from the pot after watering.

Grevillea ‘Woolly Bear Hero’
Beautiful bears like this fuzzy fellow are being
assisted thanks to donations made from sales of
Grevillea Woolly Bear Hero to Free The Bears Fund.
This wonderful organisation aims to protect, preserve
and enrich the lives of bears throughout the world,
and hopes to see a world where bears are valued
as an integral part of the natural environment and
are no longer exploited or abused. It’s a charity
that’s close to our hearts.

Treat yourself (or give as a thoughtful gift), and help
some bears in need.

SIZE

30cmH
120cmW

SIZE

50cmH
150cmW

COASTAL

Protect herbs, vegetables, trees and shrubs from
possums, kangaroos, wallabies, rabbits, hares,
bandicoots, deer, foxes and other wildlife.
Protect vegetables, fruit trees, ornamentals, seedlings and
buildings from cockatoos, crows, ducks, pigeons, rosellas,
starlings, swallows, other birds, fruit bats and microbats.
Protects homes, gardens, patios, shop fronts and paved
areas from both dogs and cats or rats and mice.

Protects one plant or a whole area — perimeter
&/or band sprays.
Repels — without harming animals or humans.
Not considered a poison — no withholding period.
Easy to use — spray on. Effective when dry.
Safe, Proven and Effective.
Available in 100g, 1Kg & 4Kg Sizes.

is unique. Reject products said to be
"just as good", nothing is at all "like it".
For more specific information send 2 x $1 stamps,
Please mention your problem, post to:

D-TER, Dept. A, PO Box 3, Oyster Bay, NSW 2225.
Enquiries: Phone: (02) 9589 0703 Fax: (02) 9589 0147

GG20-260/02

The plant itself is just lovely. A carpet of small,
dense, grey foliage that’s soft to touch. During
Autumn to Summer you’ll see massed bunches of
shell pink flowers, and sporadic blooms throughout
the year. Native birds find it irresistible! Pop it in
full sun and it’ll grow 50cm high and 150cm wide.
Grows especially well in coastal conditions. It looks
nice along path edges, dotted in front of taller
plants, and an amazing feature in a pot. A light
trim over summer is all it needs to keep it fresh and
vigorous.
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When to plant

How to maintain

How to plant

Fertilise plants fortnighty before and during flowering with
SeaMax Fish & Kelp Organic Fertiliser. This liquid fertiliser will
organically fertilise plants and help aid protection against
fungal diseases.

Zucchini are a warm season crop. They can be grown in
either full sun during Spring and Autumn or semi-shade in
the heat of the Summer (late Autumn to early Spring for
the Tropics). Cultivate groups of three plants each month
successively over the warm season. Seed or seedlings are
available in yellow, green, striped or mottled varieties. It
is important to bear in mind that only one type of
zucchini should be cultivated in the garden at any one
time, to prevent cross-pollination affecting the quality of
your crop.

Zucchini likes a well-composted, deep soil that has been
heavily manured the season before. Good drainage is
important to prevent fungal infections. Dig the soil over to
a depth of 15cm, adding plenty of 5 IN 1 Organic
Fertiliser. Zucchini have delicate, shallow roots so ensure
that the soil is well dug to facilitate good development.
Seed should be sown in groups of three, spaced
according to the directions on the packet but usually at
least 1m apart, into saucer-like depressions in the soil.
Seedlings should be planted in a similar fashion, taking
care not to damage the fine roots when transplanting.
Sprinkle Searles Penetraide Granules over the soil and
keep young plants well watered. Compact varieties grow
well in large containers with plenty of drainage holes,
such as poly-styrene boxes. Plant with sweet corn for
companion planting.

Pollination

There are many different types of zucchini available, but
grow only one type of zucchini at a time as crosspollination between different varieties can reduce fruit
quality. Zucchini is pollinated by bees, so don’t use
insecticides at time of flowering. If natural pollination is
not successful, try hand pollination. Gently remove the
male flower (identified by its powdery pollen-covered
stamens in the centre) and lightly wipe the inside of the
female flower (identified by a slight swelling at its base)
with it.

Soil should be kept very moist up until the time that the
fruits begin to mature, after which watering should taper off
so the roots remain slightly damp. When watering it is
important to use a dripper system, so the foliage, stems
and fruit are kept dry. To protect their shallow roots from
drying out and to prevent the above-ground parts of the
plant from coming into contact with the soil, spread a layer
of mulch under each plant.

Control
powdery
mildew
with...

Pests and Diseases

Zucchini is susceptible to Powdery mildew, which covers the
leaves of the plant and is particularly an issue during the
Summer months. Powdery Mildew can be controlled by
removing the worst affect foliage and treating with Searles
Mancozeb Plus. Aphids may colonise on young growth and
should be sprayed with Searles Bug Beater if the infestation
is heavy. Water in the mornings rather than at night to
discourage fungal infections. Avoid spraying flowers where
bees forage for pollen.

Harvesting

Zucchini should be picked when they are young and
tender; overdeveloped fruits are spongy and tasteless.
Regular harvesting encourages a continual yield. Zucchini
flowers are edible. See our ‘Stuffed zucchini flowers’ recipe
below.

Ingredients

Method

BATTER
18 zucchini flowers
2/3 cup (100g) plain flour
8 kalamata olives,
1/2 teaspoon salt
halved, pitted
2 anchovies
1 tablespoon olive oil
8 small basil leaves
150ml chilled light beer
200g fresh ricotta
1 egg white
Vegetable or light olive
oil, for deep-frying
Lemon wedges, to serve

Mix in a bowl olives, anchovies, basil
and ricotta and season to taste with
pepper. Spoon a teaspoonful of ricotta
mixture into centre of each flower,
then twist petal ends to enclose.

Gently make a split in flower. Remove
yellow stamens in centre of flower.

For batter, whisk flour, salt, oil and
beer until smooth. In another bowl,
whisk egg white until soft peaks form
then gently fold into batter.

Fill a deep saucepan or deep-fryer
with oil, then heat over medium heat
until 180˚C. Dip flowers, 1 at a time,
into batter, allowing excess to drain
off, then deep-fry for 2 minutes or until
golden. Using a slotted spoon, transfer
to paper towel to drain. Repeat with
remaining flowers and batter.
Scatter with salt and serve with lemon
wedges.
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simple recipes made from garden kitchen produce
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Meatball
Combine all meatball ingredients in a
medium bowl. Using hands roll tablespoons of
mixture into balls.
Place on oven tray lined with baked paper.
Cook in a moderate oven (180˚C) for about
20 minutes or until cooked throughout.
Transfer hot meatballs into a heated deep
frying pan. Add Tuscan Meatball recipe base
and stir gently to coat meatballs and heat
sauce. Stir in spiralised zucchini and cooked
pasta. Stir gently to mix thoroughly.

Serve immediately in pasta bowls.
Sprinkle with parmesan cheese.

For more tasty recipes
from the garden, visit
www.aboutthegarden.com.au
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Also called moth orchids,
these orchids are native to
south-east Asia from the
Himalayas to Cape York
Peninsula. The elegant
blooms on the Phalaenopsis
appear on long, arching
stems for up to six months
of the year. Easy-care
and highly recommended
for beginners, they’re
traditionally pink or white
but now also ﬂower in
lavender, yellow, deep red
and variegated forms. Give
them plenty of light but
not direct sunlight during
the summer. A shade cloth
should not allow more than
70% of sunlight through.

Native to the tropical Americas, cattleyas have some of the
largest blooms of all the orchids and are often fragrant. They’re
also fairly tough which makes them good for beginners.
Cattleyas love high humidity and don’t like very cold winters, but
some will tough it out if kept dry. Reasonably drought tolerant,
cattleyas usually prefer to dry out between waterings, though
prefer water regularly during their growing season.
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When cattleyas are in flower, avoid watering the flowers as this
may lead to the flower rotting prematurely. Cattleyas are good
candidates for growing in pots but use a coarse, fibrous compost
to ensure excellent drainage such as Searles Orchid Specialty Mix.
Cattleyas flower only on new flushes of growth. Give them plenty
of light but not full sun.

Potting

When potted into pots, orchids require an open mix of specially
graded pine bark to allow optimum air space as well as
provide suitable water holding capacity. Ideally use Searles
Orchid Specialty Mix for best results. Orchids only require repotting every one to two years. They are happiest when their
roots are dangling over the sides of the pot, so only repot them
when they look like they are about to topple over.
In the wild, many varieties of orchid will grow onto a rock
(lithophytic varieties) or in the bough of a tree (epiphytic
varieties). These orchids usually derive the nutrients they require
from the air, leaf & tree litter and from rainwater. Orchids can
be secured safely to a tree with a string or a strip of old rag (It’s
important only to do this with trees that do not shed their bark).

Air

All orchids need good air movement to help prevent disease
and fungal problems. It also helps cool the plant in high
humidity. Orchids may need watering daily during hot, dry
summers, but this should be cut right back considerably, maybe
to once weekly, in winter.

Feeding

Liquid fertilise prior to flower bud formation and up to and
during flowering with either Searles Flourish Orchid Booster
or Searles Flourish Orchid Bloomer every 7 to 14 days. Water
diluted mix over foliage and potting mix.

As part of Searles’ commitment to improving our footprint
and being more sustainable, we are incredibly proud to
announce that over 12 months ago we installed a large
system of Solar Panels to our factory with the intention to
lower emissions and develop our own cleaner energy.

Solar panels
installed on
bagging shed

During this 12 months period, these panels have reduced
over five semi-trailers worth of CO2
Emissions.

www.searlesgardening.com.au

Snow peas

autumn planting and care guide

Carrots can be planted now and are a
favourite with children. They generally dislike
being transplanted, so sow them directly
where you want them to grow and thin them
at a later date rather than starting them in
seed trays. Carrots like poor, lump-free soil,
so don’t add any fresh fertiliser into the soil
at planting. Plant in full sun and keep them
fairly moist.

> Autumn is a great time to plant cool
season vegetable, such as brassicas,
cauliflower, celery, onion and cabbage.
These veggies prefer an alkaline soil, so
prepare garden beds by digging in garden
lime - along with plenty of 5 IN 1 Organic
Fertiliser for good nutrition - at least two
weeks before planting. If you’re limited for space, miniature
varieties of these veggies can be grown in pots with Searles Herb &
Vegetable Specialty Mix.
> Planting citrus trees in Autumn allows roots time to establish a little
before winter. Fertilise citrus trees with Searles Fruit & Citrus Plant
Food while fruit is forming to ensure bountiful crops later on. Keep
trees well mulched, water them deeply and regularly. Yellowing
older leaves can mean magnesium deficiency, in which case a
dose of trace elements will correct any nutrient deficiency.
> Your summer crop of tomatoes may be finished, but it’s not too
late to plant more! Give tomatoes a well-drained, compost rich soil,
full sun and feed fortnightly with SeaMax Fish & Kelp Organic
Fertiliser.
> If you’ve always wanted to grow your own veggies, lettuce is a
good one to start with as it is easy to grow and you can usually start
harvesting within a few weeks of planting. Keep it well mulched
to protect its shallow roots. For a sweet and juicy crop, keep it well
watered and don’t let the soil dry out. This can prevent the leaves
becoming bitter.

Onions tolerate poor soils and dislike fresh fertiliser.
Good drainage is essential — raised beds in an open,
airy position can be ideal. Larger varieties need full
sun and can tolerate wind. Small varieties can be
grown in pots and can tolerate part shade. Thin the
seedlings if there is more than one in each hole. Don’t
cover maturing onions with soil if they break through
the surface — this may rot them. Maintain even
moisture levels but don’t overwater. Stop watering
when leaves start to yellow and harvest when leaves
become limp and brown. Dig them up and leave
them to dry out in the sun. Onions can be stored for a
long time in a dry, well-ventilated position.

> Before planting passionfruit, prepare the soil with plenty of Searles
Blood & Bone to a diameter of about 1m. Plant only at the base
of a fence or sturdy trellis that can allow their spread (at least 5m)
and support their weight when laden with fruit. Ensure the vines
have full sun and keep them well watered until established.
> Now is the time to plant peas (which includes snow peas). In frostprone areas, sow seed by April. Choose a sunny spot with a trellis so
they have something to climb onto. To promote flowering, fertilise
with a liquid potash. Once mature, continual harvest will increase
the crop.
> Plant cool-season herbs like coriander, chives, garlic, marjoram,
oregano, parsley, thyme, winter tarragon and rosemary, now. In the
tropics, now is the time to plant basil, a warm season favourite in
zones further south.

SIZE

60cmH
100cmW

Federation daisy

Brachyscome

Federation daisies

B

> Some daisies, such as the federation daisies and
Australian native brachyscome, have a style of classic
beauty and elegance. Pretty, feminine flowers in
gentle shades of mauve, pink, yellow or white give
these long-time favourites a sense of calm and grace.
Federation daisies are easy-care, compact shrubs and
have long-lasting floral displays in Autumn and Spring.
Brachyscome daisy flowers throughout the year in full
sun or part shade. These daisies are great in Tuscan or
es
cottage-style gardens and are beautiful teamed
andl
yC
with rosemary hedges or lavender. Excellent in
a
hd
irt
pots.
> Many Banksias are in flower in Autumn
attracting birds from far and wide. The
diversity of this genus will surely cater for any
type of gardener and garden climates. The
coastal banksia is perfect for coastal gardens.
Banksia spinulosa ‘Honey pots’, ‘Coastal
Cushion’ and ‘Birthday Candles’ all flower on
a spreading shrub in Autumn. Plant in Searles
Native Plant Specialty Mix designed for Australian
natives.
> The native orange and red flower colours of the Firewheel tree (Stenocarpus
sinuatus) spin their hypnotic lure of birds during Summer and Autumn. Its
green glossy foliage make this shade giving tree year round beauty.
> Plant spring flowering bulbs now, like daffodil, jonquil, freesia, snowflake,
anemone and bluebells. In warmer areas, wait until mid to late April before
planting bulbs as they may flower before winter if planted too early! Bulbs
prefer well-drained, slightly acidic soil which has been
prepared in advance with the addition of organic
compost or well-rotted cow manure. As a general
rule, bulbs should be planted to a depth twice that
of their size. Make sure the narrowest end, or neck,
is at the top. Backfill the planting hole gently to
avoid damaging the growing tip. Gardeners with
the luxury of space should plant bulbs in large
drifts, clumps and islands for maximum impact.
Many, such as jonquils and snowflakes can be left to
naturalise and multiply on their own for a number of years.
If your garden is small, plant your bulbs into a large plastic
pot and sink it into the ground. When your bulbs have
finished flowering simply lift the pot out and store it in a
cool dry place until next year. This is also a good idea if your
garden is subjected to excessive summer heat.
The colourful foliage of
cordylines can bring
year-round colour to
your garden and a
tropical look to even
cool-climate gardens.
Surprisingly drought
tolerant and easy to
propagate, they can
sprout roots from
cuttings after a few
weeks in a vase of
water.

searlesgardening.com.au
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Golden Penda
(Xanthostemon
chrysanthus) is a
spectacular ﬂowering
shrub (3–4mH), originating
from north Queensland.
Plant in well-drained
soil in full sun or part
shade, mulch well and
keep it well watered while
establishing. Attracts
nectar-feeding birds.

No plant signals the end of a searing hot summer with a more brilliant hue
of purple than the tibouchina! Traditionally a tree or large shrub, new dwarf
varieties are growing in popularity every year, ﬁlling small gardens and
courtyards with lush, shimmering shades of purple, mauve and even white.
Gardens of yesteryear shone with the vibrant, satiny blooms of
the tree-like tibouchina ‘Alstonville’ and pink-flowering ‘Kathleen’
throughout the Autumn months. Later, intensive breeding programs
resulted in dwarf cultivars like ‘Jazzie’ and ‘Jules’. Complementing the
collection of dwarf varieties with no compromise to the size of the
bloom are ‘Groovy Baby’, ‘Peace Baby’ and ‘Cool Baby’.
These compact tibouchinas, standing only 60cm tall with an 80cm
spread are very hardy and easy to grow, perfect for filling small spaces
in either full sun or part shade. Although it spot-flowers throughout the
warmer times of year, its main flowering period is in Autumn, and then
again in Spring. Because tibouchinas originate from the subtropics,
traditional varieties could be quite sensitive to cold and frost.
New cultivars like Groovy Baby can be grown reliably in cooler
zones and the white flowering variety, ‘Peace Baby’ is especially
frost tolerant. They like shelter from wind and hot afternoon sun,
especially when young. Plant them in pots or out in the garden
with Searles Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia Specialty Mix, mulch
well and keep them well-watered.
To promote better flowering, give your
tibouchinas a light pruning after flowering
at the end of autumn and a feed with
Searles Azalea, Camellia & Gardenia Plant
Food.
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Planting ﬁgs

Fig trees love a hot, fairly dry climate so are ideal for most parts
of Australia, where they can be planted at any time of year. They
need full sun but dislike strong winds, so choose a sheltered position
if this is an issue in your area. Although they grow happily in alkaline
soils, they especially enjoy a compost-rich, slightly acidic soil, so
don’t hesitate to dig plenty of 5 IN 1 Organic Fertiliser into the soil
before planting. Avoid high nitrogen fertilisers as this will encourage
excess leaf production at the expense of fruit. Good drainage is
essential, so if you have heavy, clay soil, build up soil in mounds to
improve drainage or plant on a slope where water will drain away
easily in wet weather. Figs enjoy a Mediterranean climate with hot,
dry Summers and cool, wet winters, so don’t overwater during the
Summer. Excessively wet weather or overwatering during fruit set
can cause the fruit to split. They can also be sensitive to frost when
young, so be prepared to protect them with a towel or shade cloth if
necessary, for their first 1–3 winters. Once established, they
can tolerate quite heavy frosts. Figs can be
grown in large pots. Plant potted figs in Searles
Fruit, Citrus & Rose Specialty Mix. This mix
contains fertiliser to promote fruit production.
Potted figs will need to be watered more
regularly than figs in the ground.

Harvest

Most fig trees produce two crops annually. The first crop is known as
the Breba crop and usually has larger fruit but a smaller yield. The
second crop is called the Higos crop and is considered the main crop
for the year. Figs are very perishable and fresh fruit are best eaten
within days of picking for best quality. (Drying is an efficient way of
storing them but it is said that about 40% of C and B group vitamins
are lost in this process.) Figs are ready to harvest when they droop
rather than stand erect on their stems and should feel soft when given
a gentle squeeze. The fruit may split slightly and the ‘eye’ at the base
of the fruit may form a small opening and ooze a sweet syrup. Hold
the fig from the stem and twist-pull gently to remove it. Ripe fruit
can be stored in the fridge for several days, but don’t wash it until it
is ready to be eaten. Figs can be harvested when almost ripe and
allowed to ripen at room temperature indoors. Unripe fruit that is
picked prematurely will ooze a milky, latex sap from the stem and
will never ripen properly.

More info on www.aboutthegarden.com.au

Ever wondered what those
tiny black ﬂying insects
are buzzing about in small
groups around your indoor
plants?
Fungus gnats (Sciaroidea family)
in their adult form can be most
annoying invading our interior space
in large numbers. But it is their larvae which
do the most damage to plants’ roots. Adult flies lay
hundreds of eggs at a time in the plants’ soil and their
eggs hatch into white worms-like larvae featuring black
heads, wreaking havoc by feeding on the roots and
soft stem material of the plant, seriously weakening its
ability to survive. The Fungus Gnat’s life cycle from egg
to adult flies is just three weeks.
To detect larvae presence, gently dig around the soil
for evidence of the worm-like creature. They can also
leave a silvery shiny trail on the top layer of the potting
mix, similar to snails and slugs.

Tips to controlling Fungus Gnats
• Fungus Gnats love moist wet soil where they can thrive
in great numbers. So be careful not to over water pot
plants and let the soil dry out between watering. This
will greatly reduce the numbers of eggs hatching and
larvae feasting.
• Avoid leaving leached water in saucer pots. Drain
excess water out after watering plants.
• Stop their life cycle by hanging sheets of sticky traps
close to the indoor plants to kill the adults before they
have a chance to lay their eggs in the soil.
• A physical barrier can also be created to stop the
adults accessing the soil to lay their eggs. Mulch thickly
over the top layer of soil with stones, gravel and small
pebbles.
• To control larvae and stop eggs hatching in the soil,
dunk the pot plant in a half strength solution of Searles
Conguard. Leave the pot plant in the solution until the
soil is fully soaked with the solution and then remove to
drain. Repeat process after 3-4 weeks if necessary.
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> Prune mango trees after fruiting to reduce its size
for a more manageable harvest next season.

by
climatic
zone

> Great time to establish new garden
beds. Dig some 5 IN 1 Organic
Fertiliser into the soil before planting
and mulch afterwards.
> Tomato seedlings can still be
planted early autumn for an extra
crop of your favourite tomatoes.
> Time to lift and divide agapanthus, daylilies and
clivias.

Ballarat Begonia Festival

7th March - 9th March 2020
Ballarat Botanical Gardens
www.ballaratbegoniafestival.com

Brisbane Garden & Plant Expo

13th March - 14th March 2020
Rocklea Showgrounds
www.plantexpo.com.au

Garden Releaf Day

Sunday 22nd March 2020
Check with your local garden outlets for details
www.gardenreleaf.com.au

Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show

25th March - 29 March 2020
Royal Exhibition Building & Carlton Gardens
www.melbﬂowershow.com.au

Herb Awareness Fair

Sunday 31st May 2020
Albion Peace Hall,
102 McDonald Road, Windsor
www.qldherbsociety.org.au

> Plant chervil, chicory, coriander, fennel, garlic
bulbs, lavender, marjoram, oregano, parsley,
rocket, sage, sorrel, rosemary, thyme and winter
tarragon. Plant herbs either in the
garden or in large pots of Searles
Herb & Vegetable Mix. Herbs planted
in small pots dry out a lot quicker and
outgrow the pot, so the bigger the
pot the less work you have to do.
> Sow ageratum, alyssum, candytuft,
carnation, cineraria, coreopsis, cornflower,
cyclamen, delphinium, dianthus, everlasting daisy,
Iceland poppy, impatiens, marigold (English),
pansy, snapdragon, sweet pea and viola.
> Now is a great time to plant broad beans,
broccoli, cauliflower, lettuce, onion, peas,
pumpkin, radish, shallots, spinach, spring onion,
sweet corn and turnip.
> Cyclamen make the
perfect Mother’s Day gift
with their lovely, sweetlyperfumed flowers and
can be easily grown
as an indoor plant.

For more information for what to grow in your climatic zone visit www.aboutthegarden.com.au
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> Plant tomato, cucumber and zucchini seedlings.
> Colour up your garden this Autumn with a mix
of calendula, dianthus, pansy, zinnia, gerbera,
snapdragon, petunia, sunflower, nasturtium and
marigolds. Plant in Searles Garden Soil for gardens
or Searles Platinum Potting Mix for great potted
results.
> Tidy up summer growing plants such as
heliconia, ginger, calathea, maranta and cannas
by pruning dead stems from the ground level first
to concentrate new growth for the next season.
Divide if desired and replant for new gardens.
> Sow or plant herb seedlings in a large pot of
Searles Herb & Vegetable Mix. Autumn weather is
mild and favourable to plant oregano, thyme, dill
and savoury.
> Grasshoppers are on the hop at this time. Hand
pick them off at dawn or spray them on contact
with the natural pyrethrum spray, like Searles Bug
Beater.
> Protect paw paw from blackspot by spraying
with Searles Wettable Sulphur at first sight of
disease.
> Watch out for armyworm and lawn grubs that
can eat the roots of your grass and create large
patches of dead grass in the lawn. Control them
with Searles Dead Grub Pro when they first appear.

Armyworm
can decimate
lawns
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> Powdery mildew can destroy crepe myrtles,
begonias, dahlias and roses. Remove and bin
affected leaves and spray promptly with Searles
Wettable Sulphur.
> Plant spring flowering bulbs.
> Now is a great time to visit your local centre to
see what sasanqua camellias are in flower.
> Mandevilla’s lush, tropical-style foliage and bold
flowers borne from Spring until Autumn in cooler
zones, make it an Aussie home gardens winner.
Easy to train over a trellis, this non-aggressive
climber grows equally well in pots or garden
beds. Give it full sun and protection from frosts.
> Before planting passionfruit, prepare the
soil with plenty of Searles Blood & Bone to a
diameter of about 1m. Plant only at the base of
a fence or sturdy trellis that can allow their spread
(at least 5m) and support their weight when
laden with fruit. Ensure the vines have full sun and
keep them well watered until established.
> Plant citrus and fruit trees now to give time
for the roots to establish through Winter and be
ready to burst into growth in Spring.
> Figs put on a flush of fruit in Autumn.
Net fruits with an animal friendly netting
to safeguard against birds and bats who
quickly know when the fruit is ripe for
picking. Harvest regularly and fertilise
with Searles Fruit & Citrus Plant Food to
keep the hungry feeders happy.

TM
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> Now is the time to plant cool-season flowering
annuals. Obvious choices are pansies and violas,
but other good choices are snapdragon, alyssum,
lobelia, cyclamen, marigold and nasturtium.
> Plant spring flowering bulbs now such as crocus,
daffodils, tulips, bluebells, freesias, Dutch iris,
hippeastrum and liliums.
> Prune roses to encourage new growth.
Fertilise with Searles Rose & Flower Plant
Food for their next flowering flush.
> Plant your winter vegies now for
a long crop of edibles. Plant beans,
beetroot, cabbage, capsicum, carrot, cauliflower,
cucumber, English spinach, kohlrabi, leek, lettuce,
onion, parsnip, pumpkin, radish, silver beet,
spring squash, swede, sweet corn, tomato, turnip
and zucchini. Prepare vegie patch two weeks
prior with 5 IN 1® Organic Fertiliser to give your
produce the best results. Keep up the water and
remove weeds from around the base of the plant
to keep the plant performing optimally.
> Plant avocado, persimmon, loquat, olive and
feijoa trees.
> New lawns can be created now before the
onset of winter.

Divide
strawberries and
replant into
Searles Fruit,
Citrus & Rose
Specialty Soil
Mix for more
strawberries later
in the year.

For more information for what to grow in your climatic zone visit
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> Anigozanthos - bring the bush to your garden
with a range of colourful blooms. The taller
varieties are generally the hardiest in the
landscape and can grow up to 2 metres. Cut them
back once a year after flowering.

> Autumn is the time to harvest olives, but it is also
an ideal time to plant new olive trees, fig, citrus
and loquat trees. Mix into existing soil some 5 IN
1 Organic Fertiliser, water well and mulch after
planting.

> Start planting Winter vegetables after the
worst of the heat has passed. Broccoli, cabbage,
cauliflower and silverbeet can all be planted
in a rich well manured mix of Searles Herb &
Vegetable Mix.

> Australian natives and wildflower seeds are
popular to plant this time of year, such as aloes,
gazanias, salvias and pigfaces.

> Fruit on citrus trees are developing now. Keep
up the water and fertilise with Searles Fruit & Citrus
Food.
> Plant ageratum, alyssum, cineraria, cleome,
cyclamen, forget-me-not, Iceland poppy, lobelia,
lupin, marigold, pansy, petunia, phlox, primula,
stock, verbena, wallflower and zinnia. Deadhead
flowering annuals to keep them flowering. Liquid
feed with SeaMax Fish & Kelp.
> Autumn is the perfect time for planting shrubs
and trees. The Autumn warm weather will give
them time to establish their roots before the winter
dormancy period.
> Cymbidium orchids are flowering now until
Spring. Place them in a sunny position protected
from strong winds, hail and frost. Liquid fertilise
prior to flower bud formation and up to and
during flowering with Searles Flourish Orchid
Bloomer every 7 to 14 days. Water diluted mix
over foliage and potting mix.

> Now is a great time to plant citrus trees,
passionfruit and strawberries before the cooler
weather arrives.
> Sow chrysanthemum, cockscomb, cosmos,
dahlia, everlasting daisy, gazania, geranium,
gerbera, impatiens, kangaroo paw, marigold,
nasturtium, petunia, portulaca, rudbeckia,
salvia, snapdragon, sunflower, torenia, verbena,
wallflower and zinnia.
> Replant tired potted plants into a
premium potting mix which contains
fertiliser to rejuvenate, such as Searles
Premium Potting Mix.
> Look out for Autumn garden plant
pests such as scale, fruit fly, citrus leaf miner and
mealybug.
> Harvest pomegranates as they mature. Wait until
they split and store them indoors.

Plant garlic
cloves
and onion
seedlings.

www.aboutthegarden.com.au or follow us on
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Rapid response
+ long term
fertiliser

Enhanced
water efficiency
& retention

Ask for Searles quality garden products at your nearest gardening outlet. Ph: 07 5422 3000 www.searlesgardening.com.au

