
 

1 
 

 
From harvesting and planting to stopping pest and disease cycles, there is still lots to keep you busy out 

in your gardens during mid-winter. Happy gardening everyone!  

 
 Star fruit  

 
Carambola (Averrhoa carambola), also known as star fruit, 
is easily recognisable by its 5 pointed star shaped yellow 
fruit and is an eye-catching, juicy and tangy addition to fruit 
salads, as well as chutney, juices, jams and tarts. 
 
This is an evergreen, slow growing fruit tree for medium 
sized sub-tropical and tropical gardens, growing up to 8 m 
tall in ideal conditions. Carambola is an attractive tree with 
pretty pink flowers and can produce lots of fruit between 
autumn and spring once they are established (which can 
take several years). Pollination and fruit set will be improved 
by planting 2 trees.  
 
Carambola trees need a warm spot with rich moist but well 
drained soil.  When planting a new carambola tree, enrich 
the soil in the planting hole with some Yates® Dynamic 
Lifter® Soil Improver & Plant Fertiliser and keep the new 
tree well-watered while it establishes.  

 

 

 The Queensland Garden Expo is being held on July 13th, 14th & 15th at 
Nambour in the Sunshine Coast hinterland. See demonstrations, listen 
to interesting lectures and see (and buy!) a huge number of fantastic 
plants. For more information visit www.qldgardenexpo.com.au 

 
 The George Brown Darwin Botanic Gardens is over 130 years old, 

covers 42 hectares and showcases spectacular northern Australian and 
tropical plants and features special ‘walks’ including a cycad and 
Aboriginal plant walk. For more information visit 
www.nt.gov.au/leisure/parks-reserves/george-brown-darwin-botanic-
gardens/ 
 

July 2018 

http://www.qldgardenexpo.com.au/
http://www.nt.gov.au/leisure/parks-reserves/george-brown-darwin-botanic-gardens/
http://www.nt.gov.au/leisure/parks-reserves/george-brown-darwin-botanic-gardens/
http://www.warratinalavender.com.au/
http://www.huntervalleygardens.com.au/
http://www.bromsqueensland.com.au/
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Citrus gall wasp 
 
Lumpy swellings along the stems of citrus trees are an 
indication of citrus gall wasp. Citrus gall wasp 
(Bruchophagus fellis) is native to warm coastal areas in 
New South Wales and Queensland but has also become 
an increasing problem in Victoria and also Western 
Australia. Its original host was the native Australian finger 
lime but can also seriously affect other citrus including 
lemons, grapefruit and oranges.  
 
There are 3 main stages in the citrus gall wasp life cycle: 
 
1. The small black adult wasp lays up to 100 eggs just 
underneath the bark on soft new spring growth. 
 
2. Larvae hatch from the eggs, eat the stem tissue and 
the lumpy galls form around the developing larvae. 
 
3. The larvae mature into the adult wasp which emerges 
from the gall the following spring, leaving small pin prick 
holes.   
 
The galls not only look unattractive they can lead to poor 
plant health and reduced harvest. It’s important for home 
gardeners to be vigilant and look out for these galls and 
July is an ideal time to act to reduce this nasty pest, 
before the adult wasps emerge in spring. There are no 
sprays registered for controlling citrus gall wasp in home 
gardens and once galls are formed the damage is 
permanent. 
 
Prune off affected stems in July and place these sections 
in a sealed plastic bag and put them in the garbage (don’t 
put gall infested stems in the compost bin). Disposing 
affected stems before the adult wasps have emerged 
stops the life cycle and helps to reduce new infestations 
in spring. 
 
Healthy, well fed plants are better able to withstand pest 
and disease attack. Feed citrus regularly with a balanced 
and complete plant food, like Yates® Thrive® Citrus 
Liquid Plant Food, each week from spring until the end 
of harvest to promote strong healthy growth.  
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Emperor mandarins 
 
Mandarins are a vibrant and welcome sight during the 
cooler seasons. They’re so handy to pop in a 
lunchbox or to have as an on-the-go healthy snack. 
Mandarins are little packages of juicy citrus 
goodness! 
 
‘Emperor’ mandarins are a delicious variety that ripen 
in mid winter, so are at their peak in July. Emperors 
are extra easy to peel as they tend to have loose 
puffy skin.  
 
Emperor mandarins will grow in all but the coldest 
areas and prefer a sunny location with well drained 
soil. Grafted dwarf Emperor mandarins grow no taller 
than around 2 m,  so are perfect for small backyards 
and can also be grown in a large container (a Yates® 
Tuscan 400 mm pot is ideal) filled with good quality 
potting mix such as Yates Premium Potting Mix.  
 
When planting a new mandarin tree into the ground, 
mix some Yates® Dynamic Lifter® Soil Improver & 
Plant Fertiliser into the bottom of the planting hole. 
Yates Dynamic Lifter improves the quality of the soil 
and supplies the newly planted mandarin with gentle, 
organic nutrients as it establishes. 
 
Mandarins, like other citrus, are heavy feeders and 
require lots of nutrients to support all the foliage, 
flowers and developing fruit. From spring until the 
mandarins are harvested, feed each week with Yates 
Thrive® Citrus Liquid Plant Food.  
 
Sometimes mandarins will produce fruit only every 
second year (called biennial or alternate bearing). To 
help minimise this, remove some of the fruit when it’s 
still small and green, which reduces the drain on the 
tree’s energy reserves. And don’t forget to feed, feed 
feed! 
 
Mandarin tip: Growing a range of varieties, including 
Emperor, Imperial and Honey Murcott can provide 
fruit from late autumn through to early spring. 
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It’s time to plant stone fruit! 
 
Stone fruit are one of summer’s delights and picking your 
very own fresh peaches, nectarines, plums or apricots is 
very achievable, even in small backyards or on sunny 
patios. 
 
For peach lovers, look out for dwarf varieties such as 
‘Pixzee’ in the Trixzie® miniature fruit tree range. This is a 
delectable yellow fleshed peach, with full sized fruit on a 
self-pollinating tree that reaches around 1.5 m tall and 
wide. Its compact size means it’s great for growing in a pot, 
but is just as happy out in the garden.      
 
When planting a new bare rooted or potted stone fruit tree, 
improve the soil in the planting hole with some Yates® 
Dynamic Lifter® Soil Improver & Plant Fertiliser. It’s a 
rich source of organic matter to promote great soil health 
and provide the newly establishing tree with gentle slow 
release organic nutrients.  
 
Leaf curl preventative action 
 
Distorted and discoloured foliage on stone fruit trees like 
peaches, nectarines and plums is caused by a fungal 
disease called leaf curl. The tree ends up looking awful and 
in severe cases it reduces the tree’s ability to 
photosynthesise, which in turn can affect plant health and 
fruit yield.  
 
Leaf curl disease spores lurk in bark crevices and around 
leaf buds during winter, waiting to infect the newly 
emerging foliage in late winter and early spring. Leaf curl is 
a disease that needs to be prevented by killing the disease 
spores before they infect the new leaves, as the damage 
done by leaf curl is irreversible. 
 
It’s easy to break the leaf curl disease cycle by spraying 
stone fruit trees during winter with Yates® Lime Sulfur. 
Yates Lime Sulfur will also control other diseases like 
freckle, rust and shot hole which hide on fruit tree stems 
during winter. Spray all stems and the trunk thoroughly 
before new foliage emerges. This will help give fruit trees a 
disease free start to spring so they can concentrate on 
giving you a fantastic harvest. 
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During July there is lots of fabulous colour and fragrance to choose 
from, learn how to protect plants from winter frosts, create new 
plants for free and look out for mini monsters!   

Colour to sow in the tropics and sub-tropics 
 
Warm zone gardeners can sow seed of some 
fabulous vibrant flowers during July, so come 
spring time the garden will be a festival of colour. 
 
Yates® Zinnia ‘Lilliput’ is a compact fully double, 
dome-shaped zinnia with brightly coloured flowers 
that sit on top of upright stems that grow to around 
50 cm tall. This is an ideal zinnia for picking for a 
vase and bees also adore the flowers.  
 
Yates Portulaca ‘Sun Dancer’ has masses of 
large, double long-lasting blooms in a range of 
vivid colours. Portulaca are hardy annual plants 
that are ideal for pots or massed plantings and will 
flower in just 6 weeks after sowing.  
 
Both zinnia and portulaca seeds can be sown 
direct where they are to grow. With zinnia seeds 
cover with 6 mm of Yates Seed Raising Mix and 
with portulaca seeds only press seed lightly into 
the soil surface, as they require light to germinate. 
 
Keep the soil moist as the seeds germinate and 
the plants establish. Once the seedlings are 
around 5 cm tall, start feeding each week with 
potassium fortified Yates® Thrive® Flower & Fruit 
Soluble Fertiliser, which contains a balanced 
blend of nutrients to promote healthy leaf growth 
as well as lots of colourful flowers. 
 
Seedling protection tip: zinnia and portulaca 
seedlings can be vulnerable to attack by snails and 
slugs. A light sprinkling of Yates Blitzem® Snail & 
Slug Pellets can help protect young plants from 
these slimy pests.  
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Second chance sweet peas 
 
If you missed your opportunity to sow sweet pea 
seeds during autumn, you can still grow this simply 
delightful flower by planting seedlings.  
 
Look out for Bijou sweet pea seedlings from Oasis 
(www.oasishorticulture.com.au) in your local 
garden centre. Bijou is a dwarf variety that 
produces masses of sweetly fragrant, pastel 
coloured blooms on compact, bushy plants. Its low 
growing habit means that it doesn’t require a 
support to grow on and is perfect for growing in a 
pot or hanging basket as well as in a sunny garden 
bed.  
 
Watch out for snails and slugs, which can target 
delicate young sweet pea seedlings. A light 
scattering of Yates® Blitzem® Snail & Slug 
Pellets around the base of the seedlings will help 
protect them from damage. 
 
To encourage healthy stem and leaf growth as well 
as lots of beautiful flowers, feed sweet peas each 
fortnight with a potassium enriched liquid fertiliser 
like Yates Thrive® Roses & Flowers Liquid Plant 
Food.  
 
To keep sweet peas flourishing, remove spent 
flowers regularly, which not only helps to keep the 
plants looking tidy but will also help to prolong the 
flower show. Don’t forget to cut a bunch of sweet 
pea flowers for a vase, as they make a gorgeous 
and scented indoor display.  
 
As sweet pea plants age they can be susceptible 
to powdery mildew (pictured right), which is a 
disease that appears as a greyish white talcum 
powder like covering over the leaves. Infected 
leaves will gradually yellow and die. Powdery 
mildew can be controlled with fortnightly sprays of 
Yates Rose Gun, which contains a systemic 
fungicide that moves through the plant’s sap 
system to target common diseases like powdery 
mildew. 

 

 

Sweet pea image courtesy of  
Oasis Horticulture. 

http://www.oasishorticulture.com.au/
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Frost protection  
 
Winter frosts can damage tender plant foliage and 
shoots, particularly if unseasonable weather has 
resulted in out-of-season or unusual growth.  
 
There are a few strategies that can be used to help 
protect vulnerable growth from frost. Move potted 
plants to a protected area such as on a veranda, 
drape frost or shade cloth over sensitive plants and 
spray foliage with Yates® DroughtShield™, which 
forms a protective, flexible film over leaves which 
helps reduce frost damage. Don’t prune off any 
damaged foliage until the risk of frost has passed, as 
the damaged leaves can help protect the rest of the 
plant.  

  

 

Clever cloning 
 
Do you have a favourite deciduous shrub or vine growing in your 
garden that you would like to clone? Well, this winter, try your hand 
at taking some ‘hardwood’ cuttings. It’s easier than you think!  
Hardwood cuttings is the technical sounding term for taking pieces 
of stems from plants like hydrangeas, wisteria and grapevines 
during winter and encouraging them to grow their own roots.  
 
Here’s a step by step guide to growing new plants from hardwood 
cuttings: 

 Choose leafless stems around 0.75 – 1 cm thick and cut off 
15 – 18 cm long pieces.  

 The top cut should be just above a node (the bud where the 
new leaves develop) and the bottom cut just below a node. 
Make a slanted cut at the top so you can remember which 
way is up. 

 Dip the bottom ends of the cuttings into Yates® Clonex® 
Red Rooting Hormone Gel. Clonex Red contains a 
concentrated plant hormone which helps promote root 
development as well as sealing and protecting the cutting. 

 Insert the dipped ends of the cuttings into pots filled with 
Yates Seed Raising Mix and keep in a cool, sheltered, well 
lit position. A Yates Mini Greenhouse provides an ideal 
environment to keep cuttings until they form roots in a few 
months time. 

 Once roots are well established, individual cuttings can be 
transplanted into small pots to grow until they are big 
enough to be planted out into the garden. 
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Fragrant memories 
 
Dianthus are a gorgeous family of flowers that bring 
cottage style, colour and fragrance to garden beds, 
borders and pots. Memories can be triggered by scent 
and studies have shown that people suffering with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease may feel more 
relaxed when they’re able to smell fragrant plants.  
 
Dianthus ‘Memories’ was bred specifically to support 
Alzheimer’s research. It has pure white beautifully 
fragrant flowers held on sturdy stems. Dianthus 
‘Memories’ is hardy and drought tolerant, growing to 
around 30 cm high and 40 cm wide. It’s perfect as a low 
garden border plant, massed ground cover or container 
plant. It flowers for a long time and requires little 
maintenance. The flowers can also be cut for a fragrant 
vase display. 
 
50 cents from the sale of each Dianthus Memories plant 
goes directly to the Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia 
Research Foundation.  
 
Dianthus ‘Candy Floss’ is another beautiful dianthus, 
with frilly, double candy pink delicately perfumed 
flowers. Growing to 30 cm high and 40 cm wide, it’s a 
low maintenance plant that  loves a full sun position in 
garden beds and containers.  
 
Dianthus Memories and Candy Floss information and 
images courtesy of Plant Growers Australia 
(www.pga.com.au).  
 
 
To help keep dianthus 
healthy and encourage lots 
of flowers, feed every 8 
weeks with Yates® Thrive® 
Natural Roses & Flowers 
Organic Based Pelletised 
Plant Food, which has been 
specially developed for 
flowering plants. Remove 
spent flowers regularly to 
keep the plants tidy and 
promote more flowers.  

  

http://www.pga.com.au/
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Mini monsters!  
 
Rhaphidophora tetrasperma is a bit of a plant 
name mouthful, however the common names 
of ‘mini monstera’, ‘mini split leaf monstera’ 
and ‘mini split leaf philodendron’ are all a bit 
confusing as it’s not a monstera or a 
philodendron! 
 
Rhaphidophora tetrasperma is in the same 
plant family as the super popular Swiss cheese 
plant (Monstera deliciosa) and has a similar 
appearance, with its lush green foliage 
developing splits and holes. However, ‘mini 
monstera’ has smaller leaves and will not grow 
to the impressive size that Swiss cheese plants 
can achieve, making Rhaphidophora 
tetrasperma a great indoor plant choice if your 
space is limited. 
 
Rhaphidophora tetrasperma can grow quite 
quickly and enjoys having a support, like a coir 
fibre stake or bark pole, to scramble up, where 
it can develop roots from the stem nodes. It 
can also drape down over shelves or be 
trained over walls.  
 
It does best in a brightly lit room, away from 
direct sunlight. Use a good quality potting mix, 
like Yates® Premium Potting Mix, and a pot 
at least 15 cm in diameter with good drainage 
holes. Keep the potting mix consistently slightly 
moist, but not waterlogged. You can check how 
moist the potting mix is by gently digging your 
finger into the top few centimetres of mix. If it 
feels dry and dusty give the plant a water. If it 
still feels moist, leave watering for another few 
days.  
 
To encourage lots of healthy foliage, feed 
potted Rhaphidophora tetrasperma each 
month between spring and autumn with Yates 
Thrive® Houseplant Liquid Plant Food. The 
plant can be pruned to the desired size if it 
starts to outgrow its space.  
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Winter rose care  
 
To promote healthy rose bushes and a fabulous floral 
display, there are 2 simple rose care steps to take 
during winter.  
 
1. Pruning – winter pruning, when the roses are 
leafless, is the ideal time to completely remove any 
dead stems (which are usually grey) and then cut all 
the remaining healthy stems down to around knee 
height (apart from standard or ‘lollipop’ roses). If you 
have time, prune each stem to just above an outward 
facing bud. If you’re time poor or a bit unsure, then 
take no notice of the buds! You can even use hedge 
shears or loppers rather than secateurs. It’s better to 
prune roses than not at all. 
   
2. Spraying with Yates® Lime Sulfur – once the rose 
is pruned, it’s a great chance to spray with lime sulfur, 
which is a smelly but very effective way to help break 
the rose pest and disease cycle. Used at the higher 
‘winter rate’, Yates Lime Sulfur will control powdery 
mildew and scale (both pictured left) and also mites, 
which are lying in wait on rose stems during winter, 
ready to infect new spring foliage and flower buds.  
Breaking the pest and disease cycle during winter will 
help give the rose the best possible fresh start in 
spring.  
 
Pruning tip: if you live in a really cold area, delay 
pruning until August as pruning can stimulate new leaf 
growth which could be damaged by frosts. 
 
 
If your roses produce new shoots 
prematurely during winter, these 
are vulnerable to damage from 
cold and frosts. Help protect them 
by spraying with Yates 
Waterwise® DroughtShield®. It 
creates a thin flexible protective 
film over the shoots which helps 
reduce frost damage.  
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 Radicchio 
 
If you’re craving growing something a little different in your garden 
this winter, then radicchio could be just the vegie you’re after. 
Yates® Radicchio is a type of leafy chicory that has compact 
heads of colourful leaves with a pleasantly tart flavour. A favourite 
vegetable in southern Europe, it can be added to salads, sautéed 
or grilled. 
 
Here’s how to grow radicchio at home: 
 

 Radicchio can be grown in a vegie patch or pot. Choose a 
spot that receives at least 6 hours of sunshine a day.  

 

 In the vegie patch, enrich the soil 
before planting with some Yates 
Dynamic Lifter® Soil Improver & 
Plant Fertiliser. This adds valuable 
organic matter to the soil, helping to 
improve soil quality, as well as 
encouraging beneficial earthworms 
and soil microorganisms. 

 

 Radicchio seed can be sown direct 
where it is to grow or raised in punnets or trays of Yates 
Seed Raising Mix and the seedlings transplanted when 
they’re 3 – 4 cm tall.  

 

 Sow the seed 6 mm deep, keep the soil or potting mix moist 
and seedlings will pop up in 7 – 10 days. 

 

 Feed radicchio every week with Yates Thrive® Vegie & 
Herb Liquid Plant Food, to promote fast healthy growth. 
Keep radicchio well-watered to help prevent the leaves from 
becoming too bitter. 

 
 Radicchio will be ready to pick 10 – 11 weeks after sowing. 

 
Here are some delicious radicchio recipes to inspire you to grow 
this interesting and tasty vegie: 

 Radicchio salad recipe from taste.com.au 
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/radicchio-salad/bb8d32a9-321f-
431a-a9cd-1ec42d912ab8  

 Balsamic-grilled radicchio with shaved pecorino from 
epicurious.com 
https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/balsamic-grilled-
radicchio-with-shaved-pecorino-232705  

 
 

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/radicchio-salad/bb8d32a9-321f-431a-a9cd-1ec42d912ab8
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/radicchio-salad/bb8d32a9-321f-431a-a9cd-1ec42d912ab8
https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/balsamic-grilled-radicchio-with-shaved-pecorino-232705
https://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/balsamic-grilled-radicchio-with-shaved-pecorino-232705
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Grow a green feast! 
 
Peas are super versatile and can be used in appetising 
creations like soup, risotto and pasta, as well as 
fritters, purees and salads.    
 
Yates® Greenfeast Dwarf Peas are a traditional 
favourite and produce an extremely heavy crop of 
large, even, well filled pods. They’re a mid-season 
shelling variety with a rich green colour and tender and 
deliciously sweet peas. 
 
Being a dwarf variety, they don’t take up too much 
space. They don’t require a trellis to climb on, however 
will benefit from a low support (to 1m) to grow on. 
 
Yates Greenfeast Dwarf Peas have their best flavour 
when harvested as soon as pods are plump and well 
filled. Shelling peas is a fun and relaxing activity, 
including with kids. Who can shell the most peas into 
their bowl? 
 
Peas should be sown in a spot that receives at least 6 
hours of sunshine a day. Sow seeds direct where they 
are to grow, into damp soil that’s been enriched first 
with some Yates Dynamic Lifter® Soil Improver & 
Plant Fertiliser. Don’t water again for a few days as 
pea seeds can rot if they’re too wet.  
 
Seedlings should pop up in around 10 days and you 
can start harvesting in around 14 weeks.  
 
To encourage a great harvest, as 
soon as the seedlings are 
established start feeding each 
week with Yates Thrive® Flower 
& Fruit Soluble Fertiliser, which 
is boosted with extra potassium 
which promotes flowering and pod 
development. Keep picking pods 
regularly to help maximise the 
harvest. 
 
Green thumb tip: at the end of the harvesting season, 
dig spent plants into the soil to add extra organic 
nitrogen.  

 

Snail & slug watch: snails and slugs can 
quickly devour tender young pea 
seedlings. A light sprinkling of Yates 
Blitzem® Snail & Slug Pellets around 
where the seeds have been sown will 
attract and kill snails and slugs before 
they have a chance to eat your peas.   
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  Tropical tomatoes 
 
Yates® Tomato ‘Big Beef’ tomato is an award 
winning variety with large and juicy old-fashioned 
beefsteak flavoured fruit. They have a long season, 
with heavy yields and superior disease resistance. If 
you enjoy including a tasty slice of tomato on a 
sandwich, then Big Beef is for you! 
 
Tropical and sub-tropical gardeners can start sowing 
Yates Tomato ‘Big Beef’ during July. They can be 
grown in either a vegie patch or in pots, so patio and 
balcony gardeners don’t need to miss out.   
 
Sow seed direct into a Yates Dynamic Lifter® Soil 
Improver & Plant Fertiliser enriched vegie patch 
that receives at least 6 hours of sunshine a day or 
raise in trays or punnets of Yates Seed Raising 
Mix.  A sunny windowsill is a great spot to nurture 
them as they germinate. Transplant the seedlings 
into the vegie patch or pots when they are 5 - 7 cm 
high. 
 
Once the seedlings are established, 
regularly applying a tomato specific 
plant food like Yates Thrive® 
Tomato Liquid Plant Food will 
promote healthy leaf growth as well 
as lots of flowers that will turn into 
delicious, juicy tomatoes.  The 
nutrients in Yates Thrive will feed 
tomatoes through both the leaves 
and the roots. 
 
To protect tomatoes from the most common pests 
and diseases, lightly dust Yates Tomato & 
Vegetable Dust over the plants every week. Yates 
Tomato & Vegetable Dust contains an effective 
combination of insecticides and fungicides to control 
insect pests like caterpillars and aphids, as well as 
diseases like powdery mildew (pictured left) and leaf 
spots. 
 
Caterpillar tip: you might not see the caterpillars 
themselves but keep an eye out for chewed leaves 
and caterpillar droppings.  



 

14 
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

 
School holiday boredom busters 
 
With school holidays upon us, it’s time to start thinking about 
some creative ways to keep the kids busy, that don’t involve 
a screen or game controller! 
 
How about helping the kids to create their very own mini 
terrarium? They take up very little space and the kids can 
incorporate some small toys, like dinosaurs, fairies or Lego® 
figures, to personalise the terrarium and keep it interesting.  
 
In an old fish tank, large clear jar, or terrarium bowl, place a 
layer of pebbles or gravel and then some good quality potting 
mix. Adjust the depth of the potting mix to suit the size of the 
root ball of your chosen terrarium plants. Small ferns, moss, 
dwarf palm seedlings and fittonia make fantastic terrarium 
plants. To make choosing plants easier, many garden 
centres will have a special section of small terrarium suitable 
plants. To get the kids involved and engaged, take them 
along to the garden centre and they can choose a few of 
their favourites. After digging the plants in (small tools and 
hands are ideal for this job), add a few coloured pebbles or 
marbles, shells and then the toy inhabitants. 
Terrariums with tropical and leafy type plants should be 
placed where they receive indirect light and the potting mix 
should be kept only slightly moist. During hot or dry weather 
the terrarium can be gently misted with water.  
 
For more fun, interesting and healthy boredom busting ideas 
for kids, head to the dedicated Yates Kids Gardening 
Website at www.yates-kids-gardening.com/ 
 
 

 

http://www.yates-kids-gardening.com/
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 Bindii prickle prevention 

 
When the lawn is full of nasty bindii prickles, no one 
wants to play or walk on the grass, the bottom of 
everyone’s shoes and thongs are covered in prickles 
and the pet dog regards backyard time as 
punishment. Does this sound familiar and did you 
promise yourself last year that you’d get on top of 
the bindiis in time this year? Well, now is the time!  
 
Bindii plants (pictured left), which are small and a bit 
ferny looking, are currently small and difficult to spot, 
but they are growing by the day, taking advantage of 
the slower growing lawn. Very soon the bindii plants 
will be flowering and then setting their seed. The 
seed heads are the prickles! Prickles need to be 
prevented. Once the prickles form, the horse has 
bolted and you’ll have another season of unhappy 
kids, pets and thongs.  So, now is the time to control 
bindii before they develop prickles. 
 
A quick and easy way to control bindii over large 
areas of lawn is with hose-on spray applicators. If 
you have a couch or kikuyu lawn, apply Yates® 
Weed’n’Feed®. If you have a buffalo lawn, it’s 
important to choose weed killers that are safe for 
buffalo. Yates Buffalo PRO® Weed’n’Feed has 
been specially designed for buffalo lawns.  
 
For smaller areas, try granular Yates Weed’n’Feed 
which is applied over the lawn by hand. 
Alternatively, you can dilute Yates Lawn Weedkiller 
Bindii & Clover or Yates Buffalo PRO 
concentrates in a pressure sprayer to control bindii.  
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The adventures continue in Angie’s garden 
 
Wintery conditions have really set in now. We’re lighting 
our wood fire at night and the flannelette sheets are 
definitely out of the linen cupboard!  
 
Out in the garden we’ve had a bit of rain (around 30 mm), 
which has been most welcome. Despite the cool weather 
there is a lovely tinge of green creeping back into the 
surrounding paddocks.  The strong winds have 
unfortunately been playing havoc with our snow pea 
tripods, which are now on a 45 degree lean, however 
we’re still picking handfuls of delicious crunchy pods. It’s 
been lovely to see the bees enjoying the pea flowers, 
which are a great source of winter nectar. 
 
We’ve been harvesting some absolutely massive heads 
of broccoli, which are super delicious, and more broccoli 
seedlings have gone into the vegie patch to keep us well 
stocked over the coming months.  
 
We have a raised bed full of garlic planted, with varieties 
like Spanish Roja, Ajo Rojo, cream, Melbourne market 
and Monaro purple. All going well we should hopefully be 
harvesting around 130 bulbs later in the year. Time to 
learn how to braid! 
 
I’ve been on a retail therapy spree too and ordered stone 
and pome fruit trees for our little orchard (all dwarf 
varieties to make it easier to net them….and fit more in!). 
I’ve also purchased some avocado trees and a mango to 
start a second tropical / sub-tropical fruit growing area. 
They’ll go in as soon as the weather starts to warm up in 
spring. We’re definitely in a marginal area for these types 
of warm climate plants, but we’ll give it a go!  
 
On the flower front, we’re still enjoying calendula and self-
sown borage in the vegie patch (very happy bees!) and 
jonquils are creating beautifully fragrant drifts of creamy 
colour in our still young little silver birch ‘forest’. Give it a 
decade and it will look spectacular! It reminds me of the 
saying ‘The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. 
The next best time is today’. It might take some time but 
at least they’re in the ground! 
 
Until next month, happy gardening everyone! Angie   
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How can we help you on your gardening journey? 
 
Yates® has a LiveChat portal where gardeners can 
have their queries answered on the spot. Between 8am 
– 7pm weekdays and 10am – 4pm on weekends we 
have a team of qualified horticulturists (here’s a picture 
of our team!) standing by to help. You can even upload 
a photo of your query and be sent a record of the chat 
via email. It’s easy to access our LiveChat service 
through the Yates website 
 
Join the Yates Garden Club - we have more than 
138,000 members! The Yates Garden Club is perfect 
for both first time and experienced gardeners. Whether 
you’re interested in growing your own fruit and vegies, 
love roses and flowers or want a beautiful lawn, as a 
Yates Garden Club member you’ll receive a 
personalised monthly email that contains fantastic 
gardening information, advice and inspiration for your 
garden. It’s completely FREE to join the Yates Garden 
Club – head to www.yates.com.au/garden-club to join. 
 
Join the Yates Facebook community and be inspired 
with ideas as to what to plant in your garden, share your 
garden successes (and challenges), hear about 
gardening hints and tips and see some gorgeous 
gardens and clever gardeners from around the world. 
 
Yates Raise A Patch™ is a fundraising program 
designed to teach kids about healthy eating and where 
food comes from. Not only does this program get kids 
out into the garden but it also raises double the amount 
of profit compared to selling chocolates or sweets. 
Please visit www.fundraising.yates.com.au for helpful 
tips for your next school or sporting club fundraiser.  
 
Visit the Yates website at www.yates.com.au for loads 
of fantastic information about all things gardening, 
including problem solving, a gardening calendar, 
organic gardening, how to grow guides on vegies and 
herbs, fruit and citrus, roses and flowers and lawns and 
an interactive virtual garden planning tool.   
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